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How to cite right and 
avoid plagiarism
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What is plagiarism? Not for you?
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What’s your opinion in this case?

Someone is willing to help you with your studies and is 
willing to save you time. She writes a chapter of your work 
and authorizes you to present it as yours. Is this plagiarism 
given that you have the full agreement of the author of the 
work?

Plagiarism: YES or NO?
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Someone is willing to help you with your studies and is 
willing to save you time. She writes a chapter of your work 
and authorizes you to present it as yours. Is this plagiarism 
given that you have the full agreement of the author of the 
work?

Plagiarism: YES!

You make it look like you're the author of this text!

PLAGIARISM!
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What’s your opinion in this case?

You find a citation interesting, you copy it in your work and 
You take care to correctly mention the author of this 
citation.

Plagiarism: YES or NO?
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You find a citation interesting, you copy it in your work and 
You take care to correctly mention the author of this 
citation.

Plagiarism: YES!

You must put the citation in quotation marks!

(You make it seem that you have only taken up an idea but 
that it is you who wrote the sentence)

PLAGIARISM!
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About plagiarism

Plagiarism is:
✔ Verbatim copy a sentence (book, journal or web) without quoting it in quotation marks (« ... ») 

and/or mentioning the source;
✔ Insert illustrations into a work without indicating the source;
✔ Summarize an author's original idea by expressing it in his or her own words, but failing to 

identify the source;
✔ Translate a text without mentioning the source;
✔ Use another person's work and present it as their own (even if they have agreed to it).

(Montréal University)

Plagiarism is quite different that copyright … plagiarism is an intellectual/scientific fraud 
not necessary a crime under the law (see first example)
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About plagiarism

Plagiarism, therefore, is to make your reader believes 
that you are the author of the text he reads.

There are software programs that detect plagiarism
➔ Duplichecker: http://www.duplichecker.com/
➔ Plagiarism Checker: http://smallseotools.com/plagiarism-

checker/
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How to mention correctly your sources?
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There are many styles to mention sources
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We’ll use this one… 
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Mention sources

Principle:

Author(s),, + Date.. + Title.. + Source..

Objective: 

Allow the reader to find the document, then:
➔ the document must be available
➔ you must give enough (but not too much) information
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Some samples

Rowe G., Sweet Michael & Beebee Trevor J. C., 2017. 
An introduction to molecular ecology. New York: 
Oxford University Press.

Pissard A. et al., 2018. Use of NIR spectroscopy on 
fresh apples to determine the phenolic compounds 
and dry matter content in peel and flesh. Biotechnol. 
Agron. Soc. Envir., 22(1), 3–12.
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Troxler W.L., 1998. Thermal desorption. In: Kearney P. 
& Roberts T., eds. Pesticide remediation in soils and 
water. Chichester, UK: Wiley, 105-128.

Ashby J.A. et al., 2000. Investing in Farmers as 
Researchers. CIAT Publication nº 318. Cali, Colombia: 
CIAT, http://www.ciat.cgiar.org/downloads  
/pdf/Investingfarmers.pdf, (20/06/02).

Some samples

http://www.ciat.cgiar.org/downloads
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How to cite sources?

If the sentence is copied, without modification = text 
citation:
➔ Use of Quotation marks
➔ Sub-paragraph if paragraph
➔ Italic if another language

For the link to the bibliography, at the end of the sentence :
➔ "(Brown, 1994)"
➔ "as mentioned by Brown (1994)"
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Some final advice
➔ Do not cite sources that you have not read
➔ If it is a secondary source (cited by another author)

➔ there are:
✔ a danger of misinterpretation of what this author says
✔ a danger of error in the bibliographic record
➔ prefer to: 
✔ footnote this citation (not in the bibliography)
✔ indicate “cited by” 

➔ The citation and reference style you must use is that of the target 
journal

➔ Use a management software!



 1818

After an extended literature search: the use of a 
bibliographic manager is also essential...

Mendeley
(an Elsevier product !)

or

Zotero →

are de mostly
used tools

(but Zotero is
Open Source)


